Research and Development Service - Veterinary Medical Unit (VMU) - Cameras in the VMU and Cell Phone Use
 Security is very important in the Veterinary Medical Unit (VMU). For this reason, cameras (still and video) are not allowed in the VMU facilities without prior written authorization from the Veterinary Medical Officer (VMO) or Animal Facility Supervisor (AFS). In addition, cell phone use within the VMU is required to be judicious and responsible, and to not include use of any cell phone camera or video without prior written authorization. 

Policy:
1. As soon as it is determined that camera use is desired in the Veterinary Medical Unit (VMU), a written request must be submitted to the VMO or AFS. Electronic mail or written memo formats are acceptable for seeking authorization. This request should include as many details as possible, including:

- Who will be performing the taping or photography?
- What is the purpose of the taping or photography?
- When is it scheduled to occur?

2. The VMO or AFS will review the request and ensure all parties understand the limitations on taping and photography. In general, these limitations are as follows:
- No personnel are to be taped or photographed without their permission.
- No hallways, room numbers, or other landmarks that may assist in identifying the   location of the facility may be taped or photographed.
- The VMU may reserve the right to have a representative present.
3.   If approved, the VMO or AFS will provide written authorization to perform the taping or photography as requested. Electronic mail or written memo format will be used to provide authorization.
4.   If inappropriate or unauthorized pictures or taping is observed, the violator will be asked to turn over the tape, film, or digital recording and leave the facility. If they refuse, VA Police will be called for assistance.
5.   Under no circumstances are cell phones to be used as a camera or video recording device within the VMU without prior authorization.
6.   Cell phones are to be in “vibrate” or silent mode at all times within the VMU.
7.   The use of the phone function of cell phones within the VMU is restricted to break rooms or hallways. It is not permitted to talk on the cell phone within animal holding (colony) rooms or procedure rooms. 
