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	STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE

	
	Title:  Guillotine Use and Maintenance




Purpose:  The 2007 American Veterinary Medical Association Guidelines on Euthanasia states: “The equipment used to perform decapitation should be maintained in good working order and serviced on a regular basis to ensure sharpness of blades.” In order to ensure humane euthanasia, all guillotines should be kept clean and sharp and in working order to assure proper function.
Procedure:
1. The Principal Investigator must ensure that all personnel using the guillotine are properly trained and are proficient in its use. 
2. The guillotine action should be smooth with no perceptible binding or resistance, and the blade must be rust-free, sharp, and decapitate with minimal force. 

3. After use, the entire guillotine should be rinsed under cold water to remove blood and tissues, it should then be thoroughly disinfected with a final 70% alcohol rinse to assure evaporation and reduce the need to hand-dry the equipment. 

4. Periodically, the guillotine should be taken apart, the blades thoroughly washed with a quaternary ammonia solution and moving parts lubricated with oil. 

5. Guillotines must be sharpened at a minimum every 12 months if regularly used and more often if needed. 

6. A log is maintained documenting the guillotine use by number of animals and date. 

7. A record must be kept documenting in-house periodic sanitization and professional sharpening. 
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