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	STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE

	
	Title:  Environmental Enrichment of Rodents




Purpose:  It is important to provide adequate environmental enrichment of rodent research subjects, to assure their well-being, and to comply with applicable regulations and guidelines.
Policy:  The goal is to create reliable research outcomes through various policies:
 a. Provide opportunities for the expression of a broad range of species specific behavior; 
b. Provide cognitive stimulation; 
c. Prevent stereopathies; 
d. Provide predictability of routine procedures and events. 

Procedure:
1. Social Interaction: Rodents will be housed with conspecifics (i.e., mice will be housed with mice) in the same cage. Rodents will have regular positive interaction from research and animal care personnel; these interactions will be slow, quiet, gentle, and steady. Interaction is conducted with due consideration of the risk to physical injury by bite wounds or allergic reactions to personnel. 
2. Environmental Enrichment: Autoclaved material for nest building will be provided in all cages. In some cases, transparent plastic rodent retreats will also be provided. Nylabones may be administered to rats for chewing. 
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