Veterinary Medical Unit (VMU) Mandatory Biennial Training

Mandatory Biennial On-Line Training for All Animal Users

VHA Handbook 1200.7 (dated May 27, 2005) requires that “all personnel involved with animal research receive training.” The online training referenced in the Handbook has been changed to the Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative or CITI (www.citiprogram.org).

This training requirement covers “IACUC members, veterinarians, veterinary technicians, husbandry staff, research technicians, investigators, and all others that perform procedures or manipulations on laboratory animals.” Additionally, “investigators and research staff who utilize laboratory animals must pass the exam covering the ‘Working with the VA IACUC’ web course plus the exam for any species-specific web course that covers the species proposed for use.” This training is required of all personnel using animals as well as VA Investigators listed on any ACORP, regardless of whether or not the investigators are personally working with the animals.
If you already have a CITI profile (as is the case for human studies investigators at the Portland VA Medical Center) and have not been presented with IACUC or animal use modules in your course list, use the following directions to update your profile:

1. Logon to CITI, or press the "Main Menu" button from any screen if you're already logged on. 

2. Press the “Add a course or update your learner groups” button located directly below your course list. 

3. Press the red “Update Groups” link at the bottom of the ensuing page. 

4. Update any appropriate information. Of particular interest is question #3 — whether or not you personally handle animals. This question should be checked “yes” since you have an animal component to your research and are responsible for training or ensuring training of your personnel. When finished, press the “Submit” button. 

5. Press the "Main Menu" button. You should see changes reflected in your course list. 

Completing and updating this training is required for continued access to all Portland VA Medical Center institutional animal facilities and acceptance of IACUC documents for review.
